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limit should be extended,(io) Jagow declared himself
ready to transmit it to Vienna; but he added that, as the
ultimatum expired that very day and as Berchtold was at
Ischl with the Emperor Francis Joseph, he did not believe
that any extension was possible.(n) As a matter of fact
he did not transmit the proposal to Vienna until several
hours after its arrival, and only two hours before the
expiration of the time-limit fixed by the Austrian Govern-
ment. When the Russian charge d'affaires asked him for
an interview for the purpose of requesting the inter-
vention of Berlin,(i2) Jagow did not arrange a meeting
"until the end of the afternoon, that is to say, at the
moment when the ultimatum expired/' so that he was
able to say "that it was too late for any such sugges-
tion."^) Moreover he showed the greatest discretion
in the drafting of his instructions to the German ambas-
sador in Vienna, contenting himself with repeating the
terms of his own reply to London, the object of which
was simply to provide a reason for refusal.(i4) "The
transmission (of the proposal to Vienna)," Hermann
Lutz observes, "was obviously only a matter of form;
and London did not allow itself to be taken in."(I5)
The attitude of the Central Empires was in sharp
contrast with that of the Entente. St. Petersburg, London,
and Paris were anxious that Serbia should not take up any
irrevocable position, and that she should make every
possible concession on all points where the dignity and
independence of the Serbian State were not in question.
Russia was even of opinion that the Serbian Govern-
ment should not resist Austrian invasion, but bow to
force, evacuate the capital, retire into the interior of the
country, and then call upon the Powers.(i6) The "friends'*
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